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Gospel Reflections for Vocations Awareness Week 2024

	Sunday 8th September – 23rd Sunday of the Year B (Gospel Mark 7:31-37)

	Today we begin our celebration of Vocations Awareness Week in Scotland – a time when we are encouraged to pray for an increase in vocations to the Priesthood, the Diaconate and the Consecrated Life. Today’s Gospel passage recounts the story of a man whose ears and mouth are opened by the healing touch of Jesus. Indeed, we hear Jesus speak in his own native language: “Ephphatha”, “Be opened!” The Lord’s word is also an invitation to us to be open to his word, his voice, to listen to his call to us to be disciples and to follow him wherever he calls us. Likewise, we are invited to open our mouths to share his message with others, to be evangelisers and witnesses to his word. The crowds can’t help but speak about Jesus in the passage we hear today. Are we so moved? 


	Monday 9th September – Monday of the 23rd Week of Ordinary Time (Gospel – Luke 6: 6-11)

	The unnamed man at the centre of today’s Gospel would have endured a life on the periphery of his community. Unable to work, some may have seen him as a burden. Risking the wrath of political and religious elites, Jesus ‘re-connects’ this man to his community. As we mark Vocations Awareness Week, we pray for all our priests who minister on the peripheries of our communities bringing hope, love and light to those perhaps overlooked or ignored in our society or our communities. May we always bring those overlooked into the middle of our communities and our ministries!


	Tuesday 10th September – Tuesday of the 23rd Week of Ordinary Time (Gospel – Luke 6: 12-19)

	Jesus issues a personal call to twelve of his disciples, whom he will “send out” as apostles, and he brings them with him as he comes down to minister to the crowds. In this Vocations Awareness Week, we pray for those whom the Lord is calling today to serve his people in his name and to pray that our priests will always be faithful to his example. May they be men of prayer, conscious of God’s call in their lives and men who remain close to God’s People.


	Wednesday 11th September – Wednesday of the 23rd Week of Ordinary Time (Gospel – Luke 6: 20-26)

	What are the values that shape our lives? What are the goals that give our lives purpose? As we continue our journey through Vocations Awareness Week, we pray that all who serve God in the Church, especially our priests may always be guided by the by the values of the Gospel and be witnesses to virtue sustained by the Holy Spirit.


	Thursday 12th September - Thursday of the 23rd Week of Ordinary Time (Gospel – Luke 6:27-38)

	Jesus teaches us that our attitudes and actions in relation to others must go beyond the minimum and extend in generosity and compassion as widely as God’s generosity, forgiveness and compassion do. As we continue marking Vocations Awareness Week, we pray that our priests might be dedicated agents of God’s mercy and compassion in the Sacraments as well as compassionate shepherds and guides to their people; gentle as Christ, compassionate as the Father.


	Friday 13th September – Memorial of St John Chrysostom (Gospel – Luke 6:39-42)

	Jesus challenges us to avoid any duplicity or hypocrisy in living our faith in him. We must be like him, our teacher, and this demands an ability to reflect on ourselves, to examine our consciences and to trust in his grace rather than our own efforts. As we mark Vocations Awareness Week, we pray that our Priests will always be open to their own need of Jesus’ renewing and healing grace and so be our faithful companions on the journey of life, helping us to discover that same power and love.


	Saturday 14th September – The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Gospel – John 3: 13-17)

	Today in our Gospel, Nicodemus approaches the Lord at night, far from the gaze of the crowds and far from the attention of the authorities. As Vocations Awareness Week draws to a close, we recognise the often-unseen ministries of our Priests - their apostolate to the sick and housebound, their commitment to the Sacrament of Reconciliation and their outreach to those on the peripheries of our communities. We pray that others may follow their example of quiet and often unrecognised service.


	Sunday 15th September – The 24th Sunday of the Year B (Gospel – Mark 8: 27-35)

	Peter speaks up to declare his faith in Jesus, even though it is far from perfect. Indeed, he can’t understand the suffering, sacrifice or the cross Jesus must take up. As Vocations Awareness Week reaches its climax, we pray for our priests. May they help us understand Jesus more fully. May they help us express and live our faith as best we can, as they help us carry the crosses which come our way. And we pray for priests in difficult and challenging situations or those who carry crosses of ill health, age or persecution. May their quiet dedication and witness to love inspire many to hear the call to serve and to give their lives in service of the Gospel and of Christ’s people.
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