
	

	

	

	

	

	

Introduction 

This week the Catholic Church in Scotland 
celebrates Vocations Awareness Week – a week 
of prayer, reflection and celebration of the truth 
that God calls people to serve Him in the 
Priesthood.  

For centuries, the Christian faith has provided 
inspiration for countless artists across the world. 
As we mark this week in our Catholic schools 
across Scotland we’ll be thinking about how 
artists have portrayed the theme of ‘Vocation’ in 
their work! We’ll be looking at some of the most 
famous works of art and seeing how they can 
speak to us in the here and now of our lives!. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ of St. John of the Cross – Salvador Dali 

According to a recent survey, Scotland’s favorite painting is ‘Christ of Saint John of the 
Cross’ by Salvador Dali. The painting is currently on view at the Kelvingrove Museum in 
Glasgow. The purchase of the painting, however, was somewhat controversial. The painting 
was brought by Glasgow City Council in 1951 for the sum of £8,200 (probably about 
£60,000 in 2019). The amount of money spent on the painting was very controversial at the 

Starter activity 
 

(a) How many famous pictures/paintings can you name 
(b) What is going on in the picture / What story does it tell ? 

(c) Think of pictures/images you may have viewed in your local Church, 
what pictures are there 

(d) Why do we have lots of images in our Churches ? 
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time. Some complained the painting was too 
expensive, too Spanish and too religious. 
Now, however, the painting is effectively 
priceless! 

The painting is the by the famous Spanish 
artist, Salvador Dali. Dali based its design is 
based on a drawing by the 16th-century 
Spanish monk John of the Cross. The painting 
first went on display at Glasgow’s Kelvingrove 
Art Gallery and Museum on 23 June 1952. In 
1993, the painting was moved to the city's St 
Mungo Museum of Religious Life and Art, but 
returned to Kelvingrove for its reopening in 
July 2006. 

 
In Dreams 
Salvador Dali reported that he saw exactly 
what he was going to paint in a dream. Upon 
waking, he immediately set to work sketching 
out the painting. The painting has a dream 
like quality with the unusual perspective 
(looking down Jesus), the use of light and 
darkness and the seemingly never ending walkway (just at the bottom right of the picture).  

Dreams have always been an important source of artistic inspiration. But where do they 
come from? Ancient peoples tended to think of dreams as conveying messages from God. 
The modern understanding tends to describe dreams as a door to our true thoughts.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For Reflection/Discussion: 

What do ‘dream’ for your life? What are your five big ‘life-goals’? What does God 
‘dream’ for you? Do the two dreams differ or are the same? 

 
On your own: 

Mind-Map the above! Start in the centre with the word ‘dream’ or an image that 
represents a dream and draw a mind-map of your five things you dream about 

achieving in this life. Repeat the exercise and draw a mind-map of the five things 
you think God dreams for your life. Then compare and contrast!   

 
 

Activities 



 

Perspective 

One of the most unusual features of the 
painting is the perspective. Generally 
when we look at a Crucifix we’re looking 
up but in the painting we’re looking down 
upon Jesus on the Cross. It is speculated 
that the perspective we are sharing is that 
of God the Father looking down at His Son 
and looking down at the earth.  

 
What does God the Father see when He looks upon Jesus?  
Take at a look at the physical shape and condition of Jesus. Jesus is on the Cross but he 
appears to be in perfect physical shape. There are no wounds or blood. There is no ‘Crown 
of thorns’. There are no nails fastening Jesus to the Cross. It’s as if that when God the 
Father sees Jesus, He doesn’t see what our sins caused Jesus to suffer. The message seems 
to be that God’s love for us is so great it changes the way He views our lives. He looks at us 
with understanding, compassion and love. He only sees the ‘good’ in our lives.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For Reflection/Discussion: 

This idea of perspective throws up all kinds of issues and talking points. 
 How do we think God view us?  

How do we view ourselves? How do others view us?  
Do the perspectives differ?  

Do we see ourselves in the same way that God views us? If not, why not? 
 

On your own: 

Take a piece of paper with your name written at the top.  
You have to find five people in your class who will write something complimentary 

about you – it may be a talent you have or a gift or an aspect of personality. 
 You’ll then be asked to report back to the class what they wrote! 

 

Activities 



 

 

Memory 

Memory was a favorite theme of 
Salvador Dali. Indeed, arguably 
his most popular work, The 
Persistence of Memory deals 
with the theme in some detail. 
The concept of memory is, 
however, also explored in Christ 
of St. John of the Cross.  

Towards the foreground of the 
painting, directly below Jesus on 
the Cross, you’ll see some 
fishermen gathering their nets.  

Many commentators have seem in them an allusion to the early ministry of Jesus by the Sea 
of Galilee. During that time, Jesus called his first disciples, enjoyed great popularity and 
developed His core message. In many ways, it was the ‘Golden Hour’ of his ministry – a time 
when everything was fresh, exciting and invigorating. Did Jesus treasure memories of this 
time of life? Did He reflect on them when things were more difficult? We’ll never know the 
answer but it’s definitely an intriguing question? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For Reflection/Discussion: 

What are the memories that speak to you?  
With regards to your faith journey, what memories do you have of  

your First Communion Day and your Confirmation?  
How did you feel on those days?  

What were the highlights? 
 

In small groups 

Produce a poster telling your faith story, if you can include dates of all that 
Sacraments that you have received.  Also include the names of people who inspired 

you in your journey of faith – relatives, friends, teachers and priests.  
Include illustrations or drawings of ‘golden hours’ in your faith journey – your First 

Confession, First Holy Communion and Confirmation. 
 

Activities 



Mission 

Towards the rear of the painting, you’ll see five hills in the distance. Thinkers have 
speculated that these hills represent the five continents of the earth. Jesus commissions his 
disciples to take his message to every corner of the globe. Jesus challenges us to involve 
people in building God’s Kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Begin Again! 

People often miss it but another 
intriguing aspect of the painting is 
what is written or, rather, not written 
above the head of Jesus on the Cross. 
According to the Gospels (John 
19:19), Pontius Pilate wrote above 
the head of Jesus the inscription ‘ 
INRI- Iesus Nazarenus, Rex 
Iudaeorum’ – Jesus of Nazareth, King 
of the Jews.  This was intended be a 
summary of the charges made against 
Jesus but also a warning ‘this is what 
happens if you cause trouble’ and an 
insult ‘who would believe that this 
dying and broken man is a king!’.  

 

 
 

For Reflection/Discussion: 

In our families, in our schools and in our communities how can we  
respond to this challenge? How can we, right here and right now,  

spread the message of Jesus? 
 

In small groups 

Can you find out more about the activity of the Church  
in your faith community?  

Can find out about the work of the SVDP, the Legion of Mary  
and Caritas volunteers who have attended your school in previous years? 

 

 

Activities 



 

In Dali’s painting the parchment remains but there is no inscription. Why? Could be it that 
God doesn’t give us ‘labels’? Could it be that with God what matters is not ‘who we were 
but who we could become?’ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For Reflection/Discussion: 

Why do you think the artist doesn’t include the inscription ‘INRI’ i 
n his depiction of Jesus on the Cross? 

 
On your own: 

Have there been times in your life when you’ve felt the desire  
to wipe the slate lean and begin?  

In private, write about that time in your jotter/notebook/journal. 
 

Activities 

 

What did the Chaplain dream for his life? Did he always want to be a Priest or did he 
follow a different dream? 

Perspective 

How the Priest view his vocation? Does he see as a gift or a challenge or both? How does 
he think other people view his vocation? Do they understand it? Do they appreciate it? 

Memory 

What are his favorite ‘faith’ memories? What memories have shaped and moulded the 
person he is today?  

Mission 

What are the most important parts of the Priest’s mission? What is his day like? What 
are the highlights, the challenges and the joys? 

Begin Again 

How the Priest find ‘confession’? Is it difficult? How does it change people’s lives? 

#chaplainchat 


