


Introduction 
This week the Catholic Church in Scotland celebrates Vocations Awareness Week. 'Vocation' means 
calling, specifically a calling from God. During this week we’re going to consider the lives of six 
people – three men and three women who responded to God’s call with generosity, courage and 
determination. 

In s3 we consider the life and the vocation of Pope Francis.

Prayer 
O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful,

look favourably on your servant Francis,whom you have set at the head of your Church as her 
shepherd;

Grant, we pray, that by word and example
he may be of service to those over whom he presides

so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care,he may come to everlasting life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Background 
Troubled Times 

Pope Francis was born in 1936 in a suburb of Buenos Aires,  the capital city of Argentina. In 1936, 
Argentina was going through a very difficult time in its history. Argentinians call the 1930's the 
'Infamous Decade'.
During this time there was an ongoing world recession which meant great poverty for very many 
Argentinians. In 1930, the Army seized power and democratic rule wasn't fully restored till 1943. 
Argentina  remained  neutral  during  the  Second  World  War  (1939-45)  but  there  were  massive 
shortages of food and supplies throughout the country. 

The Son of Immigrants 
Francis was the son of  Mario Bergoglio (1908–1959) and Regina María Bergoglio(1911–1981).  
Bergoglio worked as an  accountant. Regina was a housewife. Francis was one of four - he had two 
brothers and one sister. Sadly only his sister is still alive. Needless to say, Pope Francis wasn't born 
with that name! It only became His name after he was elected Pope. The name his parents gave him 
was Jorge Mario Bergoglio. 
Mario and Regina had emigrated to Argentina from Italy in 1929 along with hundreds of thousands 
of other Italians. The family moved to Argentina to escape from the rule of the Fascist Dictator, 
Mussolini, who had recently seized power in Italy. 

From the 'Ends of the Earth' 
Pope Francis has often spoken about how proud he is to be from Argentina - 'the ends of the earth'. 
Despite their recent under performances at successive world cups, he has remained very loyal to the 
Argentina football team. He has frequently claimed that Messi and Maradona (Argentinians) are far 
better players than anyone produced by Brazil  including Pele! As a young man he was a keen 
footballer but he also enjoyed the other Argentinian national past-time - dancing! A talented dancer 
he was noted for his Tango! 
The Pope has said on many occasions he has benefited from not being in either Europe or North 
America - he says it has given him a better perspective on the world's problems especially the plight 
of the poor. 



Pope Francis has often spoken about four different factors that strongly influenced his decision to 
become a Priest:

The Family 
Pope Francis has talked about of how important faith was to his family. The family prayed together, 
attended Mass together and even fasted together! Faith wasn't just for Sundays or for special times - 
it was a major part of the family's everyday life! 
When he was young, the Church was involved in every part of his life - he went to a school run by 
the Church, he went to dances organised by the Church and, even, the football team he supported, 
San Lorenzo, was founded by a Catholic Priest. According to Pope Francis: "The faith was 
everywhere!"

The School 
Pope Francis attended a school run by Religious Sisters. He often talks about the Sister's being a 
major influence on his becoming a Priest. He claims to have be inspired by the nun's care and their 
faith. 
The sisters were very fond of Francis but he wasn't the easiest pupil.  One of his teachers said: 
"Francis was a devil in school! I remember when he learned the two times table. He ran out into the 
playground and started jumping on the steps.  Shouting 'Two by two is two. two times three is six 
etc etc...... You couldn't tire him out!'"

For Discussion/Reflection 
'Troubled Times': Pope Francis has a great love of the poor. Do you think this may be 
linked to the circumstances under which he was brought up? 

'The Son of Immigrants': Pope Francis' father and mother emigrated from Italy to 
Argentina. Do you think this is important in understanding the great concern he has for 
refugees? 

'The Ends of the Earth': Pope Francis is the first ever Pope from the Southern 
Hemisphere and the first non-European Pope for over a thousand years. Do you think this 
gives him a better perspective on the world's problems?  



The Confession 
In 1953, the Pope was was 16 years old and in love! he had met the young woman he hoped would 
agree to be his wife. On the morning of 21st September 1953, Francis was summoning the the nerve 
to ask his sweetheart to marry him at a special lunch that his school held every year. Walking to the 
event, he passed his local church and felt compelled to drop in for a visit. 
On entering the church, Jorge noticed a priest he had never seen before.  He asked the Priest to hear 
his Confession. It was to be a moment that his life changed forever. Writing years later, he said 
"During Confession, something very rare happened to me … It was a surprise, the astonishment of 
an encounter. I realised   that God was waiting for me. I realised that God wasn't calling me to be 
married but to serve Him as a  priest”. 

The Decision 
Francis initially kept his decision to  become a priest a secret. His mother, however, began to notice 
changes in the way he acted. He no longer seemed very interested in going out dancing or playing 
football. She was also worried but he wasn't studying the many medical books she had brought to 
help with his studies. He was spending more time reading the Bible than his biology textbooks. She 
knew something was going on! 
Eventually Francis told her and the rest of the family that he wanted to become a priest.  Pope 
Francis says that they were surprised but very supportive!

For Reflection/Discussion 
The Family: Faith Matters: Faith mattered to Pope Francis' family. Is faith a major part of 
your life and the life of your family?

The School: Pope Francis' school helped him grow in the faith. How has your school(s) 
helped you grow in faith?

The Confession: Pope Francis' life changed after going to Confession. How do feel about 
Confession? Is it something you find difficult? If so, why?

The Decision: Pope Francis has said that his family were 'surprised but supportive of his 
decision to be a priest. How would you react if one of friends told you that they felt called 
to be a Priest or a Religious Sister?



The Response 
The Jesuits 

After completing his education Pope Francis worked for a short time as a school janitor, a 
laboratory and a nightclub bouncer (yes you read that correctly!) before joining the Jesuits. The 
Jesuits are a male Catholic religious order whose members serve the Church in various ministries 
all over the world. Founded by Saint Ignatius of Loyola their motto is 'To the Greater Glory of 
God'.  

Prepar ing the Priests of T  
After years of study, Francis was asked to run the Jesuit training center in Argentina. Here Francis 
helped prepare men for the Priesthood. In 1973, he was appointed head of the Jesuit order in 
Argentina. The 1970's was a difficult time for the Church in Argentina as the political and 
economic situation in the country became extremely difficult. Francis himself endured much 
criticism during this time but he always entrusted himself to the care of Saint Joseph. 

Archbishop 
In 1992, Pope Francis was appointed a Bishop in Buenos Aires. He became Archbishop in 1997. He 
was known, affectionately, as the 'Slum Bishop' - because he never tired of visiting the poor in the 
cities' slums. He also became known for his very simple lifestyle. He had a very small house and 
traveled everywhere on public transport! 

Cardinal 
Pope Francis was appointed a Cardinal by Pope John Paul II in 2001. This meant that he now be 
able to vote at Papal elections. Despite this high office, Francis maintained a very simple lifestyle. 
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Key Moments 
The Election 

Pope Francis was elected Pope following the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI. What happens 
inside the Conclave (the process of electing the Pope) is kept secret but many people believe that 
Pope Francis' speech at a meeting held before the Conclave began, encouraged many Cardinals to 
give him their vote. In that speech the soon-to-be Pope said that the Church had to stop looking in 
itself but begin to look outwards towards the world. The Church had to go the 'peripheries' - i.e the 
outer limits to seek those who had been lost or forgotten by wider society - the poor, the 
marginalised and the sick. 

On the second day of voting, the 13th March 2013, the Cardinals elected Pope Francis as the 266th 
Pope. When Pope Francis was asked if he would accept his election,  he said, "Although I am a 
sinner, I accept." He took the name  Francis, in honour of  St. Francis of Assisi  - a Saint of the 
thirteenth century who was known for his love of the poor. 

At 19:06 local time, white smoke and the sounding of the bells of St. Peter's Basilica 
announced that a pope had been chosen and shortly thereafter the Vatican web site was changed to 
say "Habemus Papam" ("We have a pope"). The Cardinal Protodeacon Jean-Louis Tauran appeared 
at the central balcony of St. Peter's Basilica and announced the election of the new pope and his 
chosen name. Pope Francis appeared, asked the people to pray for him before he blessed the world, 
at which point the conclave concluded.

Half-hour later, the  Twitter  account @Pontifex sent out a tweet that read "HABEMUS 
PAPAM FRANCISCUM" ("We have Pope Francis”)

For Reflection/Discussion 
The Jesuits: Pope Francis joined the Jesuit order. Have you heard of the Jesuits? Can you 
find out anything about their work? 

Preparing the Priests of Tomorrow: Given what you've found about his background, do 
you think Pope Francis would have been good at preparing men for the Priesthood. What 
qualities would he have brought to that important job? 

Archbishop: Called the 'Bishop of the slums', Francis was known for his humility and 
simplicity of life. Do you think these are important qualities for a Priest? If so, why? 

Cardinal: Pope Francis was made a Cardinal in 2001. Do you know what a Cardinal 
does?  



Everyone Matters! 
From the very beginning of his ministry as Pope, Francis has emphasised that everyone is loved by 
God - no matter their social status, background, race or religion. He has made a special effort to 
reach out to those whom he thinks are often forgotten or abandoned by mainstream society - the 
poor, the sick, the disabled, refugees, addicts, prisoners, children and the homeless. 
While visiting a deprived housing estate in Rome, Pope Francis comforted a small boy whose father 
had recently died. The boy was worried that his father, who was an atheist, wouldn't be in heaven. 
Reaching out to him, Pope Francis reached out to him and assured him of God's love for everyone. 
For many people, this meeting was a powerful indicator of how of Pope Francis understands the 
mission of the Church. 

Visit to Lampedusa 
A key concern of Pope Francis has been the plight of refugees, particularly those fleeing from war 
torn areas of the world to Europe. Pope Francis says that there is a 'general indifference' in the West 
to the plight of refugees. To highlight their desperate situation, the Pope visited Lampedusa in 2013. 
This was his first pastoral visit outside Rome. 
Lampedusa is a small island in the Mediterranean sea located between Italy and North Africa. In 
recent years, the Island has become a magnet for many refugees trying to reach Europe. 
Sadly many hundreds have drowned attempting to cross the sea from North Africa. Himself the son 
of immigrant parents, Francis said that many people in Europe had lost a sense of brotherly 
responsibility for refugees and were 'deaf' to their cries for help. 

Visit to America 
Pope Francis visited America in September of 2015. During a visit to Congress (both the American 
Senate and House of Representatives) he invited American politicians be inspired by four of their 
countrymen who dared to dream.
The first was President Abraham Lincoln who 'dreamed' of liberating those oppressed by slavery. 
The second was Martin Luther King who 'dreamed' of a America free of racism. The third was a 
Catholic activist called Dorothy Day who 'dreamed' of social justice and the fourth was a monk 
called Thomas Merton who 'dreamed' that everyone would discover the power of prayer and 
spirituality. Four very different people and four very different dreams - but for Francis these four 
great figures represented everything good and inspiring about America!
The Pope also had very simple advice about how governments should take decisions. They should 
the 'Golden Rule' (Matthew 7:12) ' Do to others what you want them to do to you'. After saying this 
the Pope received a standing ovation from all the assembled politicians!



The Church as a Field Hospital 
Pope Francis says that the Church should be like a 'field hospital'. Catholic parishes should be the places 
were those wounded by life can find help, guidance and support. The parish should never just a social club or 
another institution but a place where people can always find help, healing and hope. 

The Environment 
A key concern of Francis has been the environment. Pope Francis has called for urgent action to stop climate 
change and proposed that caring for the environment be added to traditional Christian works of mercy such 
as feeding the hungry and visiting the sick. Francis says that the worst impact of global warming was being 
felt by those who were least responsible for it – refugees and the poor.

Mercy 
A key idea that Pope Francis talks about is 'mercy'. For Francis, the role of the Church is not to judge or 
condemn but to offer mercy and compassion. For Francis you can how much faith a person has by asking if 
they're merciful. If someone claims to believe in God but isn't very merciful something is very wrong. 

Discernment 
Pope Francis often talks about the need for 'discernment'.  'Discernment'  sounds very complicated but its 
really just about praying to God before making big decisions in our lives and asking Him for direction and 
guidance. Pope Francis that many believers forget to pray before making important decisions. 

Pope Francis: Key Ideas

For Discussion/Reflection 
The Church as A 'Field Hospital': Do you understand this image used by Pope Francis
The Environment: Pope Francis says that 'climate change' always affects the poor more than 
the rich. Why do you think that this is the case?
Mercy: 'Mercy' is very important for Pope Francis. Do you think 'mercy' is important? What 
does it mean to be 'merciful'? Can you think of examples of where someone has been shown 
'mercy'?
Discernment: Pope Francis encourages us to pray before making important decisions in our 
lives. Do you think this is a good idea? If so, why?



Extension Tasks 
#gopray 

Pope Francis says the Rosary everyday. Could your class say a decade of the Rosary 
together? You could perhaps have a different prayer intention before each Hail Mary. If its 
been a while since you said the Rosary it may be useful to remind yourself of how the 
prayers are recited. 

#gomeet 
Pope Francis has a remarkable vocation. Why don't you invite a priest or religious sister 
to come into your class and speak about their vocation? 

#godiscover 
Pope Francis has almost 18 million followers on Twitter. Check out his feed  everyday for 
a week!




